ADOPTED – FEBRUARY 24, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2

Introduced by the County Service Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION AS THE AMERICA 250 COMMITTEE FOR INGHAM COUNTY

RESOLUTION #26 – 082

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Historical Commission was created as the Special Committee on County History on February 9, 1971; and 

WHEREAS, the committee was created with the intent to place the Ingham County Courthouse on the National Register of Historic Places with the U.S. Department of the Interior, and in 1972 to acquire a Michigan Historical Marker for the Ingham County Courthouse; and 

WHEREAS, in 1972, the goals of the Committee were expanded to include preparation for the 1976 Bicentennial celebrations, including preparing a new county history publication; and 

WHEREAS, this goal was reiterated by Board Chair David Hollister in 1973, further instructing the committee to study and recommend how the county should best participate in the Bicentennial celebrations; and

WHEREAS, in 1973, the Committee had Ingham County named a “Bicentennial Community” by the federal American Revolution Bicentennial Commission; and 

WHEREAS, in 1974, the Michigan Legislature passed House Bill No. 5198, enabling counties to form historical commissions, upon its passage Commissioner Eugene Wanger drafted Ordinance No. 74-1, establishing the Ingham County Historical Commission as the first county historical commission within the state of Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, during the bicentennial year of 1976, the Bicentennial History of Ingham County history book by Ford Ceasar was published and the Commission also had a red, white, and blue spruce tree planted on the Courthouse lawn; and

WHEREAS, 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the United States or the Semiquincentennial and efforts are underway to designate or create in each Michigan County an America 250 Committee to help honor the 1776 Revolutionary War era.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby designates the Historical Commission to serve as the America 250 Committee for Ingham County.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville, Ruest

          Nays:  None     


Absent:  Lawrence     
 Approved 02/17/26 

